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your monthly exploration of new music 


10 Masaki Batoh 

To achieve satori in Tokyo's psychedelic rock underground, you could do worse than visit the Ghost House, 
the enigmatic residence of Japan’s mystical songwriting guru. By Edwin Pouncey 

12 Bites 

Christoph Heemann Sonic stalker Surgeon Doctoring the beats Hark Cunningham Barcelona 
bloodlines Label lore: Compost Records 

16 Global Ear: Indonesia 

Asia’s tiger economies are causing new musical hybrids to form overnight Peter Culshaw decamps to 
Jakarta and unearths some ecstatic variations on the indigenous sounds of the Pacific Rim 

18 Vienna’s digital underground 

Austria’s laidback capital is getting wired to the world thanks to the efforts of Patrick Pulsinger, Erdem 
Tunakan, Farmers Manual, Curd Duca, Mause, and the Cheap, Mego and Sabotage labels. By Rob Young 

26 Liquid Liquid 

The missing link between Bronx rap and NY's boho scene, this forgotten early 80s cult group have caught 
the attention of 90s beatmongers Mo' Wax and The Beastie Boys. By Sasha Frere-Jones 

28 Charles Hayward 

The powerhouse avant rock drummer and singer who provided the big beat for This Heat and Camberwell 
Now is currently putting his fans in the Accidents & Emergencies ward. By Phil England 

32 Haruomi Hosono 

The tropical dandy who founded Yellow Magic Orchestra not only laid the plans for retro-lounge exotica — 
his Daisyworld label flows breezy Electronica into Bill Laswell’s dark Ambient By Clive Bell 

36 Invisible Jukebox: Arto Lindsay 

Disrupting the Mundo Civilizado of New York No Wave's dreamiest guitarist with tracks by Caetano Veloso, 
Nick Cave, Ryuichi Sakamoto, George Crumb and more. Tested by Biba Kopf 

40 Once upon a time in the East 

Philip Brophy discovers how Japanese film composers broke with Hollywood’s bad musical habits by 
replacing soundtrack conventions with intriguing sound designs 


reviews 


43 Soundcheck August's selected albums, including new releases from Ornette Coleman, Julian Cope, Brian 
Eno, Godflesh, Sergei Kuryokhin, Mouse On Mars, Evan Parker, Sub Dub and more 64 Print Run New music 
books: The British psychedelic trip; Musical nature ramblings; the Cultural Studies of dubbing; a Tangerine Dream 
treatise 66 On Location Introducing our brand new live music section: Music in the Anchorage, Sonar 97, 
Chicago's Empty Bottle club 69 Multimedia Surfing towards Tod Machover’s Brain Opera 


4 Editorial 6 Soundings August's selected live events, festivals, happenings and club spaces 8 Letters 
42 Charts 62 Freefall Pitching for pennies 72 Back Issues 73 Subscribe FREE Further 
Mutations CD 74 David Toop On phonecards from the edge 
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drum'n’bass for papa 




both tracks written by Hike vibert, produced by plig. 
additional remix and production by boymerang. 
original tracks appear on the plug album 

fax 0044 (0)171 G27 8077 

email: blueplanet@bullion.demon.co.uk 

Planocd 0 plans -|12”] 


[special edition ] plan 1 cds includes bonus cd featuring “cut” [plug’s ’97 remix) the deleted plug3 ep, “versatile crib funk” 




soundings 


Selected highlights of the month’s live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
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A dark magus at the core of the Tokyo psychedelic rock scene, Masaki Batoh's incense¬ 
laden group Ghost and intimate solo recordings plunge straight to the heart of oriental occult 
mysteries. Interview by Edwin Pouncey 
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EXPLORING THE MUSIC UNIVERSE 


DOUGLAS MUSIC 
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Vienna used to be the dozing musical backwater of Europe until the Phonotaktik Festival put it 
on the map. Two years later the city is pulsing with electronic music made by Patrick 
Pulsinger & Erdem Tunakan, Farmers Manual, the Mego label’s noise transmissions, 
Sabotage’s musical art pranks, and more. Story by Rob Young 























































































Though they cut just three EPs in the early 80s, New York group Liquid Liquid’s 
stock has continued to rise. Their guitarless, bass-driven funk was the grid for 
Grandmaster Flash’s "White Lines”, while Mo’ Wax and The Beastie Boys both 
bid to reissue their recordings. Interview and appreciation by Sasha Erere-Jones 









From This Heat through Camberwell Now to his latest Accidents And Emergencies 
performances, the accents and architecture of urban living have played an important role in 
shaping the music of Charles Hayward. Thameside interview by Phil England 
















































Haruomi Hosono has produced a stream of witty records that 
is seeking fo infect the future with the retro virus. Story by Clive Bell 









Kazuko Hohki and Chris Bohn 
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charts ~ 


from the outer limits of planet sound 


A Certain Frank No End (Ata Tak) 


Korla Pandit - Odyssey (Fantasy) 

Hoppy Kamiyama - Hypnotique (God Ocean) 
RJ Stips — Egotrip (Dureco) 

Yoshihide Otomo/Bob Ostertag - Twins 
(Creativeman Disc) 

Peter Scherer — Cronologia (Tzadik) 
Tadahiko Yokogawa - Dive (Syun) 

Various — Gravikords, Whirlies & Pyrophones 
(Ellipsis Arts) 

Clouds — Futura (Red Eye) 

Various — Ecole (Epic/Sony) 

Scott Johnson - Rock, Paper, Scissors 



Appliance - Organised Sound 
(Surveillance Com) 

To Rococo Rot - Veiculo (City Slang) 

Kraftwerk — Autobahn (EMI) , 

Curtis Mayfield 

- Peace, Love & Understanding (Sequel) 

Autechre Chiastic Slide (Warp) 

Captain Beefheart - Bluejeans & Moonbeams 
(Virgin) 

Various - Invisible Soundtracks (Leaf) 

Spiritualized - Ladies And Gentlemen We Are 
Floating In Space (Dedicated) 

Salaryman - Salaryman (City Slang) 

Guided By Voices - Mag Earwhig! (Matador) 

Ronnie & Clyde - In Glorious Black And Blue (Swim) 
Wu-Tang Clan - Wu-Tang Forever (Island) 

Tipsy - Triptease (Asphodel) 

Faze Action - Plans And Designs (Nuphonic) 
Compiled by The Stannah Twins 



Robert Wyatt - Shleep (Hannibal) 

Sonic Youth - Anagrama EP (SYR) 

Evan Parker - Chicago Solo (Okkadisk) 

Les Sculpteurs De Vinyl — Memory & Money 
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■Beck 


Up to scratch: August’s selected records 
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New releases from 
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The Wire T-shirt 97 

A limited edition heavy duty cotton T-shirt featuring an exclusive 
Wire logo design, available in two colours — while stocks last 
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L concerts, clubs in the flesh 




























































































































































































































LISTEN TO THE FUTURE 


STEFAN 

WDLPE 

PASSACAGLIA 

FIRST 

RECORDINGS 

JAMES 

TENNEY 

JSBBH 

TRIO 

JOSJETERHAAR 

JOB TERHAAR 
JOHN SNIJDERS 

ROMAN 

HAUBENSTOCK- 

RAMATI 

POUR 

PIANO 

[CAROL MORGAN 

r'SSlIsi 

j . * 





Bonobo's Ark Records 


J^ + £ = 0 

"Recommended” WIRE 
"Impressive" RUBBERNECK 
"Remarkable" FOURTH DIMENSION 
"Special" HI - FI NEWS 
"Fresh" RESONANCE 

GHOST LILY CASCADE 

A document of composition, chance, 
electronics and improvising / playing, 

ELECTRICAL SHROUD 


by TRANSIENT v RESIDENT 

Abrasive real time synthesis. Debut CD. 
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Mutant strains 

Our August offer: grab a FREE Further Mutations CD plus a year's supply of The Wire for just £30 


FURTHER MUTATIONS: 
LO RECORDINGS VOL 4 


The fourth in Lo Recordings' mindbending 
series of compilations creams off 24 
exclusive tracks from the bubbling 
underground. Where else can you hear 
Sonic Youth's Thurston Moore meeting 
Eugene Chadbourne, Ui versus splatter- 
improvisors Sycophants, Robert Wyatt 
funked up by Ninja Htne’s 2 Player, Main’s 
Robert Hampson serving up abstract 
HipHop as Chasm, and Burzootie's new 
version of a long-lost Beastie Boys track? 
Plus never-before-heard tracks by Luke 
Vibert, David Kristian, Cujo, DJ Vadim, 

Barbed, The Mellowtrons, Underdog, 
Ganger, Bedouin Ascent and more. Yours 
to bend and shape any way you want, 
FREE with your first subscription to the 
world's most eclectic music magazine. 

The Wire. We’ve got the Lo down. 




Or call our Subscription Hotline on 0171 734 3555 


WIRE 









































WAYNE SHORTER 


A conversation you 
won’t soon forget. 


Iter herbie Hancock wayne shorter hem 


album of duett 


A new album of duets 
for piano and saxophone 


MOUT NOW ON VERVE 






